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Building Europe’s Innovation Powerhouse
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Venue: TECH ARENA at Technical University Sofia (1 Rosario str.)

Register as attendee: www.tickettailor.com/events/spinoff/1784184

www.spinoff.bg

About the Conference

The 5th edition of the Spinoff Conference 2026 will gather over 400 speakers, guests, and ecosystem leaders,
alongside 20+ breakthrough spinoff teams, creating one of Europe’s most vibrant arenas for deep-tech
innovation. The event brings together researchers, entrepreneurs, investors, corporates, clusters, and

policymakers, forming a powerful engine for transforming scientific discoveries into scalable ventures.

As a central platform in the European innovation landscape, the conference drives progress across health and
biotechnology, artificial intelligence, microelectronics, cybersecurity, and clean technology, supporting

cross-sector collaboration and accelerating the adoption of next-generation technologies.

With a bold vision for the future, the Spinoff Initiative is committed to enabling the creation and growth of
500+ new spinoffs by 2030, strengthening Europe’s competitiveness and shaping the future of science-based

entrepreneurship.

The Spinoff EUROPA 2026 conference addresses spinoff founders, researchers, investors, academia,
policymakers, industry leaders, clusters, European Digital Innovation Hubs (EDIHs), public scientific and
research infrastructures, and innovation ecosystem actors engaged in scaling deep-tech solutions across

Europe.

What to Expect

Insights, Networking & Interactive Sessions
¢ Main Conference — Inspirational talks, discussions, panel sessions

¢ B2B Matchmaking & Horizon Europe Partnerships — Meet potential partners, consortia, and funding

experts
e Workshops — Hands-on sessions on funding, IP, scaling, and technology transfer
¢  Fire Talks — Short, high-impact sessions with leading voices in deep tech

e Triple Al Zone — Engage in intuitive Al prompt learning, experiment with Al-generated content, and

explore real-world Al applications
e CyberTech Zone — Provided by EDIH Trakia

e Spinoff Showcases — Live demonstrations of cutting-edge biotech, Al, and digital health solutions


http://www.tickettailor.com/events/spinoff/1784184
http://www.spinoff.bg/

Women in Deep Tech — Powered by Women in Al

Spinoff of the Year Award Ceremony — Recognition of outstanding spinoff achievements and impact

Round Table Discussions — Closed-door, strategic dialogue between regulators, industry, and

innovators

Main Conference Programme

Day 1 - Thursday, 11 June 2026
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Registration & Morning Coffee

Opening Remarks

Founders of the Initiative

Official Guest Speaker

Senior Government Stakeholders

¢ Ministry of Education and Science (TBC)

e Maria Alexandrova, PhD — CEQ, Sofia Investment Agency

Ceremony: PRECISEU Best Practice Recognition

Recognition of outstanding contributions within the PRECISEU initiative, celebrating excellence
in innovation, collaboration, and impact.

Panel 1: Building Europe’s Innovation Valley for Personalised Medicine

Powered by: PRECISEU (preciseu.eu)

Discussion on how connected regional innovation ecosystems can accelerate the
transition to personalised healthcare by enabling the transfer of best practices and the
scale-up of deep-tech healthcare innovations, including ATMPs and health data-driven
solutions, across Europe.

Fireside Chat: The EU Biotech Act and Europe’s Competitiveness in Biotechnology
Powered by: EuropaBio (europabio.org) (TBC)

Insights into the EU Biotech Act and its role in strengthening Europe’s competitiveness,
innovation capacity, and industrial leadership in biotechnology.

Panel 2: From Strategy to Deployment — European Health Data Space Initiatives
Powered by: VELES project (veleshub.eu), hosted by GATE Institute

Exploring how EHDS-related initiatives move from policy and strategy to real-world
deployment, with a focus on regional smart health data spaces and ecosystem-driven
innovation in South-East Europe.

Keynote: The European Medicines Agency (EMA)
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The role of the EMA in supporting innovation, regulatory science, and patient access within
Europe’s evolving health and data landscape.

12:40 ~  Fireside Chat: Advancing Personalised Medicine in Tiirkiye — Bridging Research, Data,
13:00 and Clinical Practice

M. Betiil Yerer Aycan, Tiirkiye Saglik Enstitiileri Bagkanligi (TUSEB)

The session will also address opportunities for international collaboration, particularly
with European partners, and reflect on the challenges and enablers for translating
scientific advancements into real-world healthcare impact. Through an interactive and
reflective dialogue, Prof. Yerer Aycan will share insights on bridging gaps across
disciplines and sectors to support more precise, patient-centred care.

13:00 =~ Lunch & Networking

14:00

14:00 — Panel Discussion: Changing the Rhythm of Heart Health — Innovation for
14:30

Cardiovascular Prevention

This panel will explore how innovation, data, and interdisciplinary collaboration can transform
cardiovascular disease prevention. Bringing together experts from medicine, research, and the
innovation ecosystem, the discussion will focus on new approaches — from exposomics and
personalised medicine to digital health and policy frameworks — aimed at shifting from reactive
care to proactive, prevention-driven health systems.

14:30 = Fireside Chat: Project HEART — From National Study to Personalised Support

14:50 . .
Maria Aleksandrova, Founder of Project HEART

The first initiative to systematically identify and address the unmet needs of breast
cancer patients. Conducted as a national study in partnership with the Bulgarian Breast
Cancer Society, the project goes beyond data collection by transforming insights into
personalised support and enabling timely access to psychotherapeutic care.

14:50 =  Fireside Chat: ECHoS — Cancer Mission Hubs in Europe
15:10

Ivaylo Petrov, PharmD, Board Member, Bulgarian Joint Cancer Network (BJCN)
An overview of the ECHOS initiative and its role in establishing Cancer Mission Hubs
across Europe, supporting the implementation of the EU Cancer Mission through

coordination, knowledge exchange, and integration of national and regional

ecosystems.
15:10 ~  Fireside Chat: Rethinking Obesity and Metabolic Health — From Treatment to
15:30 Prevention
Powered by: Danish-Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce & Novo Nordisk (TBC)
A forward-looking discussion on obesity as a chronic disease and a key public health
challenge, exploring innovations in treatment, prevention strategies, and the broader
impact on healthcare systems, society, and the economy.
15:30 ~ Keynote: Open Opportunities within the EIT Ecosystem

15:50
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Ina Stoyanova, EIT Community Officer

An overview of current open calls, funding instruments, and collaboration opportunities
within the European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT) ecosystem.
Participants interested in specific programmes will have the opportunity to connect
directly with the EIT team at the dedicated information stand.

Panel 4: Funding the Future — Investor Insights into Spinoff Opportunities

Investor perspectives on funding, scaling, and de-risking spinoffs, with a focus on
emerging technologies and high-impact ventures.

Moderator: Pavel Lisev

Speakers: Henk Joos (Silver Arrow) - Anton Todorov (National Innovation Fund, TBC) -
Jan Debets (META GROUP) - Sven De Cleyn (imec.istart) - lvaylo lvanov (Founder Institute
CEE) - Yordan Zdravkov (CleanTech Bulgaria / TEA)

Best Student-Led Spinoff
Recognition of excellence and entrepreneurial potential among student-driven spinoff initiatives.

Pitching: HTIS26 — SEE Champions in MedTech
Powered by: The HealthTech Investor Summit (healthtechinvestorsummit.com)

Showcasing leading MedTech spinoffs and startups from South-East Europe. Format: 5-
min pitch + 5-min Q&A with an international jury of investors and industry experts.

Pitching: Champions of Clean Technology, Agriculture, Al, Microelectronics,
Cybersecurity

Cross-sector pitching session highlighting Europe’s innovation capacity across strategic
technology domains. Format: 5-min pitch + 5-min Q&A.

Spinoff of the Year Awards Ceremony

Celebrating outstanding spinoff achievements and impact across Europe.

Spinoff Party & Networking

Day 2 - Friday, 12 June 2026
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Registration & Morning Coffee

Opening Remarks

Founders of the Initiative

Official Guest Speaker

Senior Government Stakeholders
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¢ Ministry of Innovation and Digital Transformation (TBC)

o Aleksey Andreev, Ambassador at Large for Al and Digital Diplomacy, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Bulgaria

e Darinka Georgieva, Executive Director, UN Global Compact Network Bulgaria

e Prof. DSc Eng. Georgi Todorov, Dean of the Faculty of Industrial Technologies,
Technical University of Sofia

Panel 1: Advancing Europe’s Technological Independence in Microelectronics
Organised by: C3BG — Chips Competence Centre Bulgaria

Discussion on strengthening Europe’s leadership in microelectronics, strategic
autonomy, and industrial resilience.

Moderator: Assoc. Prof. Dimitar Nikolov, PhD — Technical University of Sofia, Head of
MINOLab (Micro Nano Laboratory), Coordinator of C3BG

Keynote: Centre of Excellence “Mechatronics and Clean Technologies”

Keynote: Advancing Global Perspectives in Innovation and Research

Daniela Alvarado Placencia, Pontificia Universidad Catdlica de Chile

Insights into international approaches to innovation, research collaboration, and the
role of global academic ecosystems in shaping the future of science-based
entrepreneurship.

Fireside Chat: Strengthening Europe’s Cybersecurity Ecosystem

Steve Faulkner, Chief Executive Officer, NED & Cyber Security Evangelist

A discussion on Europe’s cybersecurity landscape, focusing on resilience, cross-border
collaboration, and the role of industry and innovation ecosystems in addressing
emerging digital threats.

Panel 2: Cybersecurity in Europe — From Strategy to Implementation

Powered by: CyberdAll

Strengthening Europe’s cybersecurity ecosystem with a focus on practical
implementation, SME support, digital resilience, and the role of innovation hubs and
collaborative frameworks in addressing emerging cyber threats.

Moderator: Dr. Hristian Daskalov — Security Compliance Director, Evrotrust

Speakers: Jasen Tanev (Country Manager, Zucchetti Bulgaria) - Aleksey Andreev (MFA
Bulgaria) - Steve Faulkner (NED)

Keynote: Enabling Dual-Use Innovation Through Advanced Aluminium Solutions
Powered by: Alcomet (TBC)

Keynote: Mechatronics and Clean Technology — Driving Europe’s Industrial
Transformation

Powered by: Carbonsafe (TBC)
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13:20 ~ Lunch & Networking

14:20

14:20 ~ Fireside Chat: EU Al Factories — Scaling Al Innovation and Infrastructure
14:40

Kiril Kirilov, BRAIN++ Al Factory

Exploring the role of EU Al Factories in strengthening Europe’s Al capabilities, supporting
large-scale infrastructure, and enabling innovation across industry, research, and the
public sector.

14:40 ~ Keynote: Global Market Access for EU Deep-Tech Companies — Scaling Beyond Europe

15:00 Through Strategic Innovation Partnerships
Leena Pishe Thomas, Director, Global Business Inroads (GBI) — EU, India, USA, UK

15:00 ~ Panel: Women in Deep Tech — Driving Innovation and Leadership in Europe

16:00 . . T . . . .
A discussion highlighting the role of women in advancing deep-tech innovation,
addressing challenges in access to funding, leadership, and visibility, and showcasing
best practices for building inclusive and high-impact innovation ecosystems.
Moderator: Paulina (Polly) Chotrova — Founding President, Women in Deep Tech
Speakers: M. Betiil Yerer Aycan (TUSEB) - Darinka Georgieva (UN Global Compact
Bulgaria) - Neli Paeva (Founder, Healthix Ltd.) - Leena Pishe Thomas (GBI)

16:00 — Closing Remarks

16:10

Side Events - Sofia, Bulgaria - 5—12 June 2026

Building Europe’s Deep Tech Future

Spinoff EUROPA Conference 2026 — On-Site Side Events

11 June 2026 - Technical University of Sofia

10:00-13:00 | BOOST4BIOEAST: Accelerating Bioeconomy Transformation in the BIOEAST Macro-
Region

Partner event, powered by: University of National and World Economy (UNWE)

14:00 - 17:00 | Inside the Investor’s Mind: How Spinoffs Get Funded
Workshop, powered by: CyberdAll

Register as attendee: www.tickettailor.com/events/spinoff/1784184

PRECISEU PM School 2026

5-9June 2026 - Sofia, Bulgaria - Hybrid format
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A 5-day advanced hybrid training programme in Personalised Medicine (PM), organised by the PRECISEU
European initiative in partnership with 26 partner organisations across Europe. PM School is the capacity-
building pillar of PRECISEU — empowering the next generation of health innovation experts through deep

expert knowledge, hands-on workshops, and pan-European networking.
Target audience: Researchers and PhD candidates, clinicians, innovation managers, policymakers, and health

ecosystem stakeholders.

Featured speakers include: EMA (Sebastian Asprella & Hélene Casaert), BSC (Davide Cirillo), EATRIS (David
Morrow), University of Bologna (Marco Viceconti), Merck (Antoine Heron, Najd Badri), EIT Health,
AstraZeneca, BRAIN++ Al Factory, and many more.

Register & apply: https://www.spinoff.bg/preciseu-pm-school-2026

5June 2026 — Opening - EHDS - FAIR / RDM - Al - Project Cases

14:00 - 14:20 PRECISEU coordination Opening, welcome, PRECISEU PM School overview @ Live
and objectives.

14:20 - 15:00 Dierks & Company — Christian Dierks = EHDS and new legislation — legal and policy framing. = Online
15:00 - 16:00 Victoria Valls (AQuAS) - Laura Escot  Virtual twins and their use in personalised care = Online
(Vall d’Hebron Hospital, Barcelona) - pathways — joint session covering AQUAS

Davide Cirillo (Head, Machine innovation adoption support, Vall d’Hebron’s
Learning for Biomedical Research hospital-level deployment, and BSC’'s ML perspective

Unit, BSC) on the virtual twins lifecycle.
16:00 - 16:20 All Short break. =
16:20 - 16:50 Laura Portell (TBC) Interoperability framework and FAIR data for PM. Online
16:50-17:20 Aida Moure Data Management Plans and good RDM practicesin = Online

PM projects.
17:20-17:50 Tomas Muiioz ELSI guideline developed within PRECISEU WP3. Online

17:50 - 18:00 PRECISEU coordination Daily wrap-up. Live

6 June 2026 — ATMP - EMA Instruments - EU Biotech Act
13:30-13:40 PRECISEU coordination Welcome. Live

13:40-15:00 EDIH Cyber4All Dual-use technologies in biotechnology and Al — | Live
export controls, dual-use regulation, and practical
compliance for startups.

15:00 — 15:45 ATMP-XB partners (TBC) ATMP-XB Interreg project — QA/QC competence = Online
centre, cross-border collaboration, and implications
for safer, scalable ATMP production.

15:45 - 16:00 All Break and informal networking. —

16:00 - 16:45 Speaker TBC Session to be confirmed. Online
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16:45-17:30

17:30-17:40

Nerea Blanqué, Alira Health (TBC)

PRECISEU coordination

Reimbursement systems and the EU Biotech Act —
most-favoured-nation policy, impact on EU
countries, and current state of EU biotech
legislation.

Daily wrap-up.

7 June 2026 — Funding - Spinoff Readiness - ESG & Dual-Use

14:00-14:10

14:10- 14:50

14:50-15:30

15:30-15:40

15:40-16:15

16:15-16:45

16:45-17:00

17:00 - 18:00

PRECISEU coordination

Horizon Europe

Horizon Europe

All

Investment workshop

EHI / Antonia Staykova
GATE Institute / VELES

PRECISEU coordination

Welcome & recap — link between the ATMP / EMA
day and today’s funding & implementation focus.

Horizon Europe & Digital Europe funding for health
innovation — positioning PM solutions in HE, Digital
Europe, EIC Accelerator, and collaborative R&l calls
(Part1).

Horizon Europe & Digital Europe funding for health
innovation (Part 2) — call-specific deep dive and
Q&A.

Break.

Investment readiness for health and biotech spinoffs
— pitch preparation, market validation, and financial
modelling basics.

Critical Infrastructure in Health.

Digital Health Data Cross-Regional Polygon.

Daily wrap-up and synthesis of key messages for
innovators and regional authorities.

8 June 2026 — TEF-Health - Al Factory - Digital Twins - ATMP Tools

14:00-14:10

14:10-14:35

14:35-15:20

15:20 - 15:30

15:30-16:00

PRECISEU coordination

TEF-Health

Health & Life Sciences Cluster (HLSC)

All

Health & Life Sciences Cluster (HLSC)

Welcome & recap — connecting funding / spinoff
day to infrastructure, testing, and data-intensive PM
implementation.

Testing and Experimentation Facility providers —
what TEF-Health offers and how to access European

testing facilities.

BioRed Lab — overview and lab demonstrations
(Part1).

Short break.

BioRed Lab — overview and lab demonstrations
(Part 2).

Online

Live

Online

Live

Live

Live

Live
Live

Live

Live

Per Lek
/

Online

Live

Live
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16:00-16:25

16:25 - 16:55

16:55-17:20

17:20-17:45

17:45-18:00

BRAIN++

Sabato Mellone (University of
Bologna / Fondazione DARE) - Marco
Viceconti (UNIBO)

AstraZeneca (TBC)

EATRIS — David Morrow

PRECISEU coordination

Bulgarian Al Factory BRAIN++ and Discoverer++
supercomputer — using Al Factories and national
compute infrastructure for PM and health-data
projects.

Virtual human physiology and digital twins in
healthcare — modelling approaches and integration
into clinical decision-making.

Financial models for molecular biomarkers based on
regional NHS strategies — value-based PM and
reimbursement logic.

“Advancing  Personalised
Europe’s Readiness for

Development.”

Medicine:  Mapping
ATMP Delivery and

Daily wrap-up and synthesis of key messages for
innovators and regional authorities.

9 June 2026 — IPR : Tech Transfer - Skills - CGT & Genomics

12:00-12:10

12:10-13:00

13:00-13:20

13:20-14:10

14:10- 14:40

14:40-15:10

15:10-15:35

15:35-15:45

15:45-16:20

16:20-16:50

PRECISEU coordination

Sebastian Asprella, Programme Lead,
EU Competitiveness, Regulatory
Science and Innovation, European
Medicines Agency

All

Sebastian Asprella, EMA

PerfeTTO Network

Patent Office of the Republic of
Bulgaria

Prof. Radka Kaneva (TBC)
All

loanna Tsea
Health)

- Claire Naissett (EIT

Dr. Antoine Heron (Merck)

Welcome & recap of the week; framing of IPR, tech
transfer, and skills as enablers for PM
implementation.

EMA session (Part 1).

Coffee break.
EMA session (Part 2).

PerfeTTO life sciences TTO network — national TT
ecosystem, shared best practices, and upcoming Al-
enabled TT platform.

Specific IPR issues in health data, ATMP, and —omics
testing projects.

1 Million Genomes Initiative.

Break.

Future Skills for Personalised Medicine — skills gaps,
the Large Scale Skills Partnership on Healthcare

Industry, and training opportunities.

Current challenges that limit access to gene
therapies, and how Merck is tackling them to make
these cures more accessible to patients.

Live

Online

Online

Live

Live

Live

Live

Live

Online

Online

Live

Online

Online
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16:50-17:20 Prof. Bogdan Tamba ROGEN genomic research strategic project in | Live
Romania — infrastructure, challenges, and
integration into PM pathways.

17:20-17:30 PRECISEU coordination Final wrap-up of PRECISEU PM School: key @ Live
takeaways, next steps, and announcement of future
editions.

Policy Round Table on Health Innovation

10 June 2026 - Sofia Municipality — Grand Hall

A high-level policy dialogue hosted by Sofia Municipality, bringing together EU regulators, national health
authorities, and innovation ecosystem leaders on the day preceding the Spinoff Conference. The European
Medicines Agency (EMA) delegation will be physically present in Sofia on 9 — 11 June — a rare opportunity for

direct dialogue between European regulatory bodies and national policy and health institutions.

Agenda Topics
e Personalised Medicine — from EU policy to national implementation
e European Health Data Space (EHDS) — local and national readiness
e EU Biotech Act — competitiveness and the Bulgarian opportunity
¢ Innovative public procurement in healthcare and deep technology
e Sofia as a European innovation hub for deep tech and personalised medicine

Key participants: EMA delegation, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Innovation and Growth, Bulgarian Medicines
Agency (IAL), Sofia Municipality, PRECISEU consortium (26 EU partners), Al Cluster Bulgaria, Fund of Funds.

Format: By invitation - limited capacity (40 participants) - 10:00 — 14:00.

Invitation request: kristina.eskenazi@biocluster.bg

Partners of the Spinoff Initiative

The Spinoff Initiative was launched in 2022 by its founding organisations — Health & Life Sciences Cluster
Bulgaria, Al Cluster Bulgaria, Venrize — Spinoff Factory, and ISTEB — and has since grown into a broad, multi-
stakeholder ecosystem connecting Bulgaria’s deep-tech and research-based innovation community with

leading European networks.

National Institutions

Ministry of Innovation and Growth - Ministry of Education and Science - Ministry of Electronic Governance -
Bulgarian Small and Medium Enterprises Promotion Agency (BSMEPA) - InvestBulgaria Agency - Fund of Funds
- Patent Office of the Republic of Bulgaria - KRIB — Confederation of Employers and Industrialists in Bulgaria.

Regional Authorities & Innovation Actors

Sofia Municipality - Invest Sofia / Innovative Sofia - Burgas Municipality.
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Clusters & Innovation Organisations

CleanTech Bulgaria - BioHub Group - Cluster of Microelectronics and Industrial Electronics Systems (CMIES) -
MEDIC-NEST Meta-Cluster in Precision Medicine - Emerging Technologies Integration Cluster - Veritas
Consulting Cluster - ICT Cluster Burgas - Bulgarian Furniture Cluster - Clustero - Biotechnology Business Institute

- European Cluster Collaboration Platform.

Digital Innovation Hubs
EDIH Trakia (Cyber4All) - Construction Hub Bulgaria.

Academic & Research Partners

Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski” - Technical University of Sofia - Medical University — Plovdiv - Plovdiv
University “Paisii Hilendarski” - Ruse University “Angel Kanchev” - Burgas State University “Prof. Dr. Asen
Zlatarov” - University of National and World Economy (UNWE) - American University in Bulgaria - Bulgarian

Academy of Sciences (BAS) - GATE Institute - National Centre for Mechatronics and Clean Technologies.

Competence Centres

C3BG — Chips Competence Centre Bulgaria - Centre of Excellence Mechatronics and Clean Technologies -

PERIMED - Quasar Centre of Competence.

International Academic Partners

University College London (UCL) - University of Dundee - Imperial College London - TU Wien - Istituto Italiano

di Tecnologia.

European & International Networks

Horizon Europe - HaDEA - European Innovation Council (EIC) - EIT Digital - EuropaBio - European Al Forum -
ECHAIlliance - Council of European Bioregions (CEBR) - Enterprise Europe Network - Startup Europe Week -
Founder Institute - Berlin Partner for Business and Technology - Spin Off Austria - Al Austria - Al Sweden - ai4si
Slovenia - CroAl - BioCat (Spain) - MEDICEN (France) - BioRN - Imago-Mol Cluster - HBio - HealthTech Investor

Summit.

EU-Funded Projects
VIBraTE ERA Chair - INNAXE - BOOST4BIOEAST - OHAMR - BIO-RED - ENACT - PRECISEU - VELES - SPREAD2INNO.

International Collaborators

Flanders Investment & Trade - Innovation Norway - Danish-Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce - Bulgarian-
Spanish Chamber of Commerce - UK Science and Technology Network - Bulgarian-Turkish Chamber of
Commerce and Industry - ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA Sofia

Investment, Corporate & Advisory

Vangauvis - Arc Consulting - Valentin Savov & Partners - TzP Law Firm - Enhance Ventures - Verbund X Ventures
- Bulgarian Private Equity and Venture Capital Association (BVCA) - European Angel Investment Fund (EAIF) -
Club House - CEO Club Angels - RESTART - IAD

Community & Outreach Partners
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Sofia Tech Park - GRIT International Female Accelerator - Women in Deep Tech - Women in Al - Institute of
Entrepreneurship Development (iED) - MoreThanDigital - Google Developer Groups (GDG) - Google Developer
Groups (GDG) Plovdiv - and a wide network of media and ecosystem allies that extend the initiative’s reach

and amplify its impact across Bulgaria and Europe.



